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What is your favorite
spring activity?

Staff Editorial:
Reflection on Military Veteran

By Cameron Barrett

Staff Writer
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Ed Zysk came into Richmond
High School to talk to Dr. Lad-
d’s classes about the Vietnam
War. After sifting in on his talk,
I learned that you could never
imagine what the veterans did
for our country; they did the un-
imaginable.

Zysk knew the moment he got
drafted that he would be going to

“Fishing”- Amanda Mozal

Senior |

Vietnam. I would never be able
to relate to that feeling. I would
jl not know what to do or how I

j would even manage to take the
information.

Zysk was once attacked at
night while in Vietnam. To me 1
would say that would be the
scariest thing to ever happen. It
was pitch dark and you could not
see anything. Yet they had to
fight through that to stay alive.

Zysk was a combat engineer;
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they do mine sweeps, demolition
—which is explosives- and built

‘army bases and bridges.
— Most people would not think
those are very hard things to do.
. But actually it was a hard task.

- One wrong move and everything
- . could go wrong. To me, I really
“ido not think that I would be able

7 “. " Fito take on that task. It takes a lot

“Riding Horses”- Lydia Schade

of courage to do that job.
This is one of the least covered
wars because the citizens did not
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like it. They did not want our

“Hanging out with friends
outside”- Patrick Murphy

troops over there fighting; but
they were forced to go because
they were ordered to.

Zysk says they never actually
lost the war; they won every ma-
jor battle. If they stayed over in
Vietnam that they would have
won the war in the next few
days. Vietnam could not take all
the bombing that was going on
and was ready to surrender.

By the end of the war, every

person that went to war got an
R&R. This is relax and relaxa-
tion. They had five places they
could go. Many of the nice spots
were taken and filled so Zysk
went to Thailand. I believe any
place you went would be good.
To finally get away from that
place and all that was going on

Really none of us know what
war 1s like. We do not know

what it is like being in that at-
mosphere.

When the troops were sent to
Vietnam, citizens did not agree
to it after they saw what was go-
ing on. But no one realizes the
impact it has on the veterans.
They had to go and had to follow
orders they were given. They
sacrificed their lives for us; they
left their families for us. And all
they got when they came back
was nothing. That had to be the
worst thing to happen to those
men and women.

The impact that Ed Zysk had
will never be forgotten. He
taught me that what we have is
never cherished enough. When
he was in the war, he said when
you heard planes or bombs you
would get down as fast as you
can and start praying. They went
through that while everyone back
home was not interested in the
war and did not like it.

The fact that they could lose
their lives in the blink of an eye,
1s scary. We do not understand
that type of life, and to be thrown
into it would be terrifying.

I feel as if none of us appreci-
ate everything we have. That
plus the fact that we take life for
granted and have no idea what it
would be like to have to go to
war.

It was an amazing opportunity
to have Ed Zysk in our school
because he lived through that
experience and knows what real-
ly happened. He felt everything
all the other veterans did. He
never took his life for granted.
He will always be a hero to us
for all his dedication to our coun-
try and our freedom.

It is great to have guest speak-
ers come in, because you get a
better understanding about what
the situation. It also helps pro-
vide more education in an inter-
esting way to the students.

Zysk has helped me appreciate
life more, while providing me
with more knowledge about the
war and his experience.
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